Designing a Health Care System

Purpose:  
This activity demonstrates the difficulty in formulating an effective yet fair health care system and how this problem is exacerbated by a low per capita annual health expenditure. 

*Materials:
‘Designing a Health Care System: How will you distribute your resources?’ handouts for each student.


4 envelopes: Each contains the per capita health expenditure (PCE) for a particular country. A city within that country is given on the outside of each envelope. The countries are: Angola (Huambo), Myanmar (Rangoon), Canada (Halifax), and the United States (Jacksonville).

Conducting the Activity:  1. Divide class into four groups and distribute an envelope to each group.  2. Have students guess/ identify what the name on the envelope represents (ie. city in a particular country). 3. Have students open the envelopes and then guess what the amount inside represents. 4. Provide each student with the Health Services Worksheet (provided on activity CD). Within their groups, students must now choose from a list of health care services and decide which services will be covered with the money they have.  They must be prepared to justify their distribution of available funds.*



*Ultimately we would like students who represent Least Developed Countries to ask Canada or the U.S if they can borrow some money.  It turns out that the U.S. is able to fund every service on the list and still have some money left over.  Borrowing of money is what takes place in the real world.

Optional:      Following this activity, provide the students with the worksheet entitled Who Will You Treat? Have students identify which of the individuals they will treat with their health care dollars and discuss their reasoning with the class. 
